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R 98. we are constrained to say that the attitude of Government is far from

laudable. Election is something which must be conducted fairly. To arrange to
spend money on the eve of elections in different constituencies although for
general public good, is when all is said and done an evil practice even if it may
not be corrupt practice. The dividing line between an evil practice and a corrupt
practice is a very thin one. It should be understood that energy to do public good
should be used not on the eve of elections but much earlier and that even slight
evidence might change this evii practices into corrupt practice. Payments from
discretionary grants on the eve of elections should be avoided.”

8. I AR ST SmanT Fasvys wrind SR dekedn s
foan Fasuatet sferqam s feTesiurE &r] $YouTg ard), JrEEdar 987 1.
ST AATAY, U9 F §RAT0 71 4. 8RR TosTes aien wevol fasiie 219/4/9%0
il WSt sifimrg <9 et Srecor o -

“On the basis of the observations made by the Supremé Court
regarding payments from the discretionary grants at the disposal of the
Ministers on the eve of election. Election Commission suggested law to
be passed on the issue. Government of India, after considering that
suggestion, took a decision that instead of making provisions in the
rules regulating the disbursements “rom the discretionary grants, a
convention should be adopted that for a period of three months
immediately prior to the polling no expenditure should ordinarily be
incurred from the Miristers discretionary grants. So also, the
Government of India in their communication dated October 28, 1969,
took the vizw that instead of making any specific provision in the rules
requlating disbursement from discretionary grants, a convention should

be evolved that for a perfod of three months immediately prior to the
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polling, no expenditure should ordinarily be incurred from a Minister's
discretionary grant. These decisions taken by the Government show
that Government was inclined to have conventions on these matters
and not to have statutory provisions. In such a situation, the action on
the part of the Election Commission in directing Governments to follow
the model code of conduct adopted by the various national parties
appears to be quite legal and not only be free form corrupt practices

but also free from evil practices.
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